




Commerce City Business & Professional Association
2009 Citizen of the Year

Charlene Jaramillo
What is a Citizen of the Year? First you

have to be a good person - one that is full of
values, principles, ethics, etc. and lives by
the Golden Rule. One who helps people, and
has an active participation in our community.

Every year the Commerce City Business &
Professional Association chooses one
person who exemplifies these qualities.

We have in Commerce City just that
person. One who was raised in Mankado,
Kansas, went to school in Lincoln, Nebraska
and became a beautician in St. Joseph,
Missouri.

Charlene and Lou Jaramillo eloped to Raton, New Mexico in April 1954 and moved to
their new home in Commerce City in 1955. They raised six children - one girl and five
boys, two of whom were twins, all educated in the Adams-14 education system. They
currently have 16 grandchildren and six great grandchildren.

Charlene Jaramillo is seen in and around the community all the time. She started the
Commerce City Library as a volunteer in the old City Hall Building in April 1970 with the
help of Casey Hayes. Shortly after that Commerce City decided to put it into the Adams
County Library System where she became paid. She learned how to be a librarian
through the Adams County Library System, drove the County bookmobile around the
rural part of the county and was head librarian in Commerce City for six years before
retirement in 1991.

After retirement, she started to volunteer. When the Commerce City Cultural Council
was formed in approximately 1997, she volunteered and became chair and kept that
position til two years ago when she resigned  to be a member of the Adams County
Cultural Council. She has served on the City Liquor Commission as a member and is
now chairman.  She is an active member of Our Lady Mother of the Church. She does
the books and offertory envelopes for the Church.

Charlene has the ability to personally inspire people to do things creatively and lead
them as well, said former Mayor Casey Hayes.

La Casa Del Rey
Familiarity breeds content. It is hard to take for granted this family-owned

business that has integrated itself so well into the community that it has become an
icon of humble success.

La Casa Del Rey Restaurant, Home of the Award Winning X-tra Hot, Hot,
Medium & Mild Chili, since 1986 is that business. We accept that they have award
winning food. We are aware of all that they do for our community. Feeding
volunteers for CASA, running burritos out to stranded DIA travelers during a
horrendous period of snow and ice in our state, contributing their space, their
resources and their smiles to many of our community’s groups, associations and
non-profits are all a part of their philosophy.

No one is a stranger inside their domain. Ask the Chili Addicts like DOG the
Bounty Hunter and Ward Lucas of Channel 9. Starting from a tiny take-out kitchen
space to sectionalized dining areas including a hacienda room proves the adage
that what goes around, comes around. 

This is a home grown business in that the Atencio’s have lived in Commerce City
for many years. Nancy and Ernie Atencio and brother and General Manager Gilly
Atencio founded the business with homemade recipes from Mama Atencio. The
Atencio’s have what it takes and the Commerce City Business & Professional
Association wants to show the business community’s appreciation by asking them to
accept the award for:
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Business of the Year

1998 Ace Surplus

Dr. Blanchard

Hilo Market

1999 Waste Wanagement

2000 E & G Terminal

2001 Valley Bank

2002 South Adams County Water and Sanitation District

2003 Foster Wheeler

2004 South Adams County Volunteer Fire Dpmt

2005 Commerce City Beacon / Norm’s Printing

2006 Gala Gardens

2007 A B & T Autobody

2008 McDonald’s Restaurant #5562, Commerce City

2009 La Casa Del Rey
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Citizen of the Year

1988                     Kenneth Gahagen

1989 Pastor Joe Fritch

1990 Joe Reilly

1991 Shirley Leeper

1992 Al & Jean Klein

1993 Larry Ford

1994 Lester Arnold

1995 Jim Deden

1996 Ted Kimmes, Jr.

1997 Beth Gallegos

1998 None

1999 Betty Pepin

2000 Lois Litsey

2001 Lois Kimmes

2002 Sean Ford

2002 Ken Woods

2003 Derell Younger

2004 Mac McFarlin

2005 Reba Drotar

2006 Roger Shaklee

2007 Joyce Waldroop

2008 John Lange

2009 Charlene Jaramillo


